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SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION FOR EDUCATION AND CULTURE COMMITTEE, 
FOLLOWING 18 MARCH 2014 MEETING 

 
 

1. Ms McAlpine asked for information about which functions were transferring, and to 
where, and Mr Maxwell also asked about the split of responsibilities between 
Ministers and HES. 
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2. Mr MacArthur asked about the impact of the Bill and merger on the work of the 
Finds Disposal Panel. 
 
 
The functions of the Finds Disposal Panel, which formerly dealt with the disposal of 
assemblages from archaeological excavations funded by Historic Scotland, were merged 
about 6 years ago with those of the Scottish Archaeological Finds Advisory Panel (SAFAP), 
which gives advice to the Crown Office in respect of Treasure Trove and related matters. 
SAFAP is supported by the Treasure Trove Unit, based in National Museums Scotland but 
resourced by Crown Office.  There were discussions, again some years ago, about Historic 
Scotland taking over the Treasure Trove administrative function, but these were not pursued, 
it being felt that this function sat more naturally in the museums sector. 
 
Historic Scotland gives some technical support and has one seat on SAFAP, normally 
occupied by their Head of Collections.  It is envisaged that similar arrangements would 
continue once Historic Environment Scotland takes over from Historic Scotland: this would 
be for the board of HES to decide, but there is nothing in the Bill, or the status of HES as an 
NDPB, which would prevent it. 
 
The system relies on museums which meet recognised standards expressing an interest in 
receiving assemblages.  Typically, assemblages are allocated to the appropriate local 
authority sponsored museum, with only on rare occasions the National Museums Scotland 
also registering interest. 
   
In conclusion, there is nothing in the present Bill or the merger which is likely to have any 
impact upon decisions made in respect of where archaeological assemblages are deposited.  
HES is likely to continue the present contributory role of Historic Scotland, and there are no 
proposals to transfer administration of SAFAP or Treasure Trove. 
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3. Ms Baxter, Mr Maxwell and Ms Smith all asked about the lines on governance 
structures of the  Historic Environment Strategy. 
 

Collaborative Approach 
 
The strategy is already being delivered through a range of activities carried out across the 
sector, with the additional benefit delivered by the strategy of these actions being in support 
of a shared vision and agreed aims for Scotland’s historic environment.  
 
The Strategy, developed and implemented using the co-production methodology1, provides a 
framework which enables collaborative effort and the co-production of outcomes across the 
sector to ensure the most efficient use of available resources. Through this collaborative, 
cross-sector approach, opportunities, overlaps and gaps in activities will be identified 
collectively and action focussed across the sector accordingly.  
 
Ensuring Delivery 
 
In order to ensure the delivery of the strategy there is a requirement for collective 
responsibility for outcomes to be developed, and for this to be supported by the 
measurement of outcomes delivered through the strategy for the benefit of the historic 
environment. A three tiered structure will provide transparency and accountability and 
provide for the establishment of common goals between different organisations within the 
sector. This is summarised in the diagram below, drawn directly from the strategy.  

 
Accountability  
 
The ultimate accountability for the delivery of the strategy will be held collectively by the 
members of the Historic Environment Board, who will be responsible for the delivery of 
agreed outcomes by their organisation in collaboration with others. The delivery of these 
outcomes will then be managed and programmed by the operational board and working 
groups, operating within the authorising environment established by the overarching board.  
 
Cabinet Secretary, as chair of this Board, will be responsible for ensuring that progress on 
delivering these outcomes is published. 
 

                                            
1
 http://www.coproductionscotland.org.uk/resources/reports-and-publications/policy-and-practice/  

http://www.coproductionscotland.org.uk/resources/reports-and-publications/policy-and-practice/
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4. Mr Adam and Mr Maxwell (Convener) asked about the arrangements for access for 
those with disabilities to visitor sites run by Historic Scotland, and specifically 
whether discounts or free admittance was available to those with disabilities, or to the 
unemployed. 

A concession admittance rate is available for those aged 60 years and over, students in full 
time education and unemployed persons in receipt of state benefits – including incapacity 
benefit.  Documentary proof of entitlement is required.   

In line with normal practice in the visitor attractions industry, and as advised by Capability 
Scotland, visitors with disabilities are treated on an equal basis with all other visitors and 
entry is charged at the appropriate category rate – adult, concession or child.   

Free entry is offered to one carer accompanying any visitor with disabilities.  There were 
4100 free carer entries across the estate in 2013.  Proof of entitlement is not required. 
Where possible, HS site staff will offer advice and will provide assistance to visitors with 
disabilities who are not visiting with a carer.   

For Health and Safety reasons, site staff may need to limit access to certain parts of the site 
or to refuse admission for the visitor’s safety. 

Conscious that visitors with disabilities need to plan ahead to get the best value out of visits, 
rather than turning up and discovering that large areas of a site are out of reach, Historic 
Scotland publishes a detailed access guide to its 80 pay-to-enter properties. (Link below – 
but please note length is 120 pages, so members may wish to review online rather than 
printing off.) 

 
http://www.historic-scotland.gov.uk/access-guide.pdf 
 
Access information about the 265 free-to-enter sites is available by telephone or on the main 
HS website.  In general, such sites have more basic access provisions. 
 
Independent reviews have been favourable about the disabled visitor experience at 
Edinburgh Castle, for example: 
 
http://www.euansguide.com/reviews/scotland/edinburgh-(city-of)/edinburgh/edinburgh-
castle/review-the-experience-exceeds-the-expectation-edinblue/ 
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